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Beloved of God,  

W hat a great month to praise God 
with thankfulness  for all that He 

has done for us and in us!  No matter what 
circumstances we face, every one of us has 
so much to thank God for.  We can express 
that thankfulness by continually praising 
Him.  

Hebrews 13:15:  
By him [Jesus] therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise  to 
God continually, that is, the 
fruit of our lips giving thanks 
to his name. 

Both praising God and being 
thankful are actions that we take 
which focus our attention on God 
rather than on our own condition.  
Those activities free our mind 
from anxious thoughts and mental 
pressure, by actively recognizing 
the Fatherôs love, goodness and 
supply.  Much of the book of 
Hebrews compares the old and 
new covenants between man and 
God.  In the verse above, God uses 
an action of the old covenant, 
ñoffer the sacrifice,ò in a bold new 
way.  Instead of laying any animal 
sacrifices on a physical altar to 
atone for sin, the free-will offering 
that we joyfully ñgive upò is our 
praise to God because we have 
been freed from sin.   

By general definition, ñto sacri-
ficeò refers to a giving up of something 
valuable or important for somebody or 
something else considered to be of more 
value or importance.  Our old man nature 
desires for our mental focus to be on 
ourselves, often manifested in pride, 
condemnation or anxiety.  By offering the 
sacrifice of praise, we ñforfeitò our natural 
attention toward self and redirect it 
toward God.  Among the benefits of this 
change in focus should be a melting away 
of the pride, condemnation and anxiety.  
This verse also encourages us to offer this 
praise continually and that we do it by 
giving thanks to His name.  The word used 
in the text for ñgiving thanksò emphasizes 
confessing, professing, acknowledging, 
agreeing with, celebrating, and showing 
allegiance to His name.   

Thankfulness Above Circumstances  
 

We canôt wait for circumstances in our 
lives to shape up before we praise God 
with thanksgiving.  In fact, itôs often the 
praising God with thankfulness that alters 
those negative situations.  At times, we can 
get in the frame of mind that ñweôll be 
thankful as soon as certain circumstances 

change.ò  Typical mental ruts might be: 
 

ñWhen my health gets better, Iôll really 
pour my life into serving Godôs people.ò 

ñAs soon as we get things worked out in 
our marriage, then weôll start getting 
more involved in our local fellowship.ò 

ñAs soon as my boss quits being so tough 
on me, then Iôll be free to share the gospel 
with my fellow -workers.ò 

ñWhen my finances finally come together, 
then Iôll start to give to folks in need.ò 

ñIf only I had more time in the day, Iôd 
share the Word with people.ò 

ñIf only I could lose this extra weight, Iôd 
think what the Word says about myself.ò 

ñAs soon as I have enough friends, then Iôll 
think the best of people.ò 

This misguided stream of logic can go 
downhill fasté 

ñIf only I didnôt have to deal with a boss, 
fellow -workers, and customers, this job 
would be great!ò 

ñIf only I won the lottery, then Iôd 
start talking about Godôs 
abundance.ò 

ñAs soon as I reach the state of 
eternal oneness with the 
universe, acquire mental 
omniscience, and perfect time 
travelé ñ 

Whoa!  Why not turn the ñif-
onlysò inside-out and proclaim 
statements of praise and 
thanksgiving to God?: 

ñI am blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ.ò (Ephesians 1:3) 

ñThe Creator of the heavens and 
the ear th  is my to ta l 
sufficiency.ò  (2 Corinthians 3:5)  

ñI am loved.ò (Romans 8:37-39; 1 
John 3:1) 

ñMy financial needs are met 
abundantly.ò (Psalm 112:1-3; 
Deut. 8:18; Luke 12:15) 

ñI am utterly forgiven by God 
and released from all past 

failings.ò (Ephesians 1:7) 
 

ñI have nothing to worry 
about.ò  (Philippians 4:6; Matthew 6:33)  
 

ñI have a loving family.ò (Ephesians 2:19) 

ñI can do something perfectly.ò (Prayer in 
the spirit, Romans 8:26)  
 

ñI have power and strength in my 
life.ò  (Ephesians 1:18) 
 

ñI  am con f i den t  a bou t  my 
future.ò (Jeremiah 29:11) 

ñIôm not afraid of death.ò (Hebrews 2:14-
15) 

ñIôm living forever.ò (1 Thess. 4:17b) 

 
 

é therefore let us offer  
the sacrifice of praise to God continually,  

that is, the fruit of our lips  
giving thanks to his name.  

Hebrews 13:15  

Praising God With Thankfulness  

 



The thankfulness and joy in our lives 
comes from the attitudes and perspectives 
that we choose to hold rather than from 
our complete control of our surroundings.  
We may be aware of unpleasant facts in a 
situation, but we choose to take our view 
from a higher vantage point.  Our attitude 
determines our altitude !  When we praise 
God with thankfulness, we live above the 
circumstances and speak what Godôs Word 
says about ourselves and others! 

Paulôs Secret of Living 

The life of the Apostle Paul was filled with 
tribulation, yet he was a man that God 
inspired to teach us so much about 
praising God and thankfulness.  A favorite 
scripture for many of us has been 
Philippians 4:13, ñI can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.ò  
Sometimes I have quoted this verse as if it 
was referring to leaping over tall buildings, 
reversing the aging process or catching 
bullets with my teeth.  But, letôs check itôs 
context to see what God is really trying to 
teach us about our attitude amid 
circumstances.   

Philippians 4:10 -14, 18-19:  (NLT)  
How I [Paul] praise the Lord that you 
[Philippian believers] are concerned 
about me again. I know you have 

always been concerned for me, but you 
didn't have the chance to help me.  
 

Here comes Paulôs Secret of Living...  

11 Not that I was ever in need, for I have 
learned how to be content with 
whatever I have. 12 I know how to live 
on almost nothing or with everything. I 
have learned the secret of living  in 
every situation, whether it is with a full 
stomach or empty, with plenty or little. 
13 For I can do everything through 
Christ, who gives me strength. 14 Even 
so, you have done well to share with me 
in my present difficulty.  

If these verses sound like sense-knowledge 
compromise to us, then maybe we donôt 
know ñPaulôs secret of living.ò  His secret 
was that he was not always able to bring 
about perfect circumstances, but that he 
maintained a godly attitude and eternal 
perspective, during the process, while 
strengthened by the Christ within.  Paul 
always claimed the victory, whether it was 
through mightily overcoming or by 
patiently enduring.  He continued,  

18 At the moment I have all I need -- and 
more! [yet he was most  likely writing 
from a Roman prison!] I am generously 
supplied with the gifts you sent me with 
Epaphroditus. They are a sweet -

 

Christian Family Fellowship Ministry  
MISSION STATEMENT  

 

Christian Family Fellowship is an international 
association of the followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the glory of God and the accuracy  

of His Word.  
 

We preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
concerning the great mystery and operate the 

manifestations of the gift of holy spirit to minister 
deliverance and healing in his name.  

 
We focus on assisting families to establish a 

godly order and to advance an accurate  

knowledge of God's Word from generation to 
generation until the return of our Lord  

Jesus Christ.  

CFFM, Tipp City, Ohio / Dedication Plaque:  
 

We dedicate this ñFamily Fellowship Centerò to God, 
for His honor, glory and praise.  May Godôs Word 

abound with all love and boldness from this place, that 
people everywhere might come to know and  

understand His Word and His compassionate care and 
concern for all people.   Let this facility be one of His 

sounding boards for truth to the family,  
community, state, country, and the world.  

 

Dedicated June 28, 1998 

smelling sacrifice that is acceptable and 
pleasing to God. 19 And this same God 
who takes care of me will supply all 
your needs from his glorious riches, 
which have been given to us in Christ 
Jesus. 

Our Life:  A Standing Ovation  

One of the primary biblical Greek words 
for ñpraiseò is aineƬ, which, according to 
the Louw -Nida Lexicon, means ñto speak 
of the excellence of a personéò  When we 
speak of Godôs excellence, we are 
praising Him!    If we are truly thankful for 
a blessing, we usually are inclined to praise 
the source of that blessing.  Within our 
praise to God, we are expressing our 
thanks to Him.  Another key Greek word in 
envisioning our expression of thankfulness 
to God by praise is epainos, which, 
according to Moultonôs Analytical Greek 
Lexicon carries the meaning of applause.  
Ha!  As we express our thanksgiving to 
God, our life is simply a standing 
ovation to the Father and to His Son for 
all that they have done in us and for us! 

Letôs offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his name. 
 

Praising Him Thankfully With You,  
Kevin Guigou 



 

 

F e e l  F R E E  

é to send comments and input  
concerning the monthly newsletter to  

Kevin at kguigou@woh.rr.com.  

Christian Family Fellowship Bookstore  
www.cffm.org/doc/bookstore.shtml  

November Birthdays  

Bob & Patti Hull 11/5 

Eric & Ida Kaminsky 11/6 

Dave & Sue Hagar 11/9 

John & Theresa Ponio 11/16 

Marvin & Betty Shoup 11/17 

John & Lynn Kerley 11/26 

Ken & Bobbin Enloe 11/27 

November Wedding 

Anniversaries  

 

CFF Motto:  

What Can 
We Do  
For You 

Today? 

 

 

A  little boy was waiting for his mother to come out of 
the grocery store. As he waited, he was approached by a 
man who asked, "Son, can you tell me where the post of-
fice is?"  The little boy replied, "Sure! Just go straight 
down this street a couplaô blocks and turn to your 
right."   The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the 
new pastor in town. I'd like for you to come to church on 
Sunday. I'll show you how to get to heaven."  The little boy 
replied with a chuckle.  "Awww, come oné you don't even 
know the way to the post office!" 

 

A  Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class 
memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible- 

Psalm 23.   She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter. 
Little Rick was excited about the task - but he just couldn't re-
member the Psalm.  After much practice, he could barely get past 
the first line. On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite 
Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. 
When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said 
proudly, 'The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to know!' 

Laura Thompson 11/1  Jenna Behm 11/16 

Cecelia Smith 11/4  Walter Smith 11/17 

Ryan Ceyler 11/4  Susy Montero 11/17 

Dorothy Miller 11/4  Bianca Melendez 11/18 

Lauren Sturre 11/5  Anthony Franzino 11/20 

Robert O'Neil 11/5  Lisa Fairbanks  11/20 

Lindsay Malone 11/6  Dan Helton 11/20 

Kile Schuler 11/6  Shana Musselman 11/20 

Leah Walsh 11/6  Bobbie Blair 11/20 

Kimberly Sixkiller 11/7  Jim VanKleeck 11/20 

Bennett Brown 11/7  Stephanie Steinsdorfer 11/21 

Bobbin Enloe 11/8  Alicia Kenreigh 11/22 

Carolyn Schumate 11/8  Amelia Guigou 11/22 

Shari Wierwille 11/8  Jeremy Tidwell 11/23 

Courtney Shroyer 11/9  Elisa Luna 11/23 

Kenny Hagar 11/9  Micah Furr 11/23 

Leon Mrkvicka 11/9  Nicole Musselman 11/23 

David Hagar 11/10  Casey Macpherson 11/27 

Tom Dill 11/12  Andy Anderson 11/29 

Nicole Lloyd 11/13  Jim Smith 11/30 

Jason Fitzgerald 11/13  Delores Dean 11/30 

Tracie Farris 11/14    

A MERRY HEART DOETH GOOD LIKE A MEDICINE 



 

§ What do you call the age of a pilgrim? Pilgrimage.  

§ What kind of cars would pilgrims drive today?  

       A Plymouth. 

§ What kind of tan did pilgrims get at the beach? Puritan. 

§ What kind of face does a pilgrim make when he's in 

pain?  Pil-grimace.  

§ What's the smallest unit of measurement in the pilgrim 

cookbook? Pilgram. 

§ What's a pilgrim's mother called? Pilgranny. 

§ In what country is Thanksgiving ironically not cele-

brated? Turkey. 

§ What do you call a pilgrims vocabulary? Pilgrammar. 

§ What do Thanksgiving and Halloween have in common? 

One has gobblers, the other goblins. 

§ If you call a large turkey a gobbler what do you call a 

small one? Goblet. 

§ What was the turkey suspected of? Fowl play. 

§ Hear about the turkey that evaded the Indian?  

        He had an arrow escape. 

§ What is Thanksgiving for selfish people called?  

        Thankstaking. 
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Happy Thanksgiving!  

Turkey Humor  

Dates  Event  (including cff staff involvement)  Location  
November    

10/30 -11/1 North Central Zone Weekend in the Word  Oregon, IL 

11/1 Daylight Savings Time Ends (turn clocks back!) Most of USA 

11/7 Womenôs & Menôs Fellowships Cincinnati, OH  

11/7 Day in the Word on 1 Corinthians 12, 13 & 14 Sheridan, IN 

11/11 Veterans Day USA 

11/12 Home Fellowship Visit (T. Shroyer)  St. Marys, OH 

11/12-16 Visit to S.O.W.E.R.S. (K. & S. Guigou) Meridian, MS  

11/14 The Fascinating, Captivating Older Women of Titus 2:3-5 Longwood, FL 

11/16 Home Fellowship Visit (T. Shroyer)  Cincinnati, OH  

11/18 Home Fellowship Visit (T. Shroyer)  Columbus, OH 

11/19-22 National Planning Meetings  Tipp City, OH  

11/26 Thanksgiving USA 

December    

12/5-6 Michigan Servant-Leaders Meetings (K. Guigou) Bay City, MI 

12/11-13 North Central Zone Planning Meetings  IL  

12/13 Holiday Dinner  CFFM 

12/25 Christmas USA & Beyond 

January  2010   

1/14-20 Chile Itinerary, South America (W. Clapp)  Chile, SA 

1/29-31 John Crouch Teachings CFFM 



H ave you ever considered how much time a child 
spends in formal learning?  On average, children 

spend 31 hours per week in school according to 
government statistics.  Tack on to that an average of 4 
hours of homework per week.  Multiply that total by the 
average number of weeks in the school year and the 
minimum 12 years of compulsory education; and then 
listen to your child groan. Most parents, though, believe 
that time to be well spent.  All 
of that education, they reason, 
prepares their children for life.  
In many ways it does.  In the 
most important way, it does 
not. 

2 Peter 1:3: 

According as His divine 
power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him that hath 
called us to glory and 
virtue:  

Secular education alone will 
never adequately prepare a 
child to rise above lifeôs 
challenges.  The cold, hard fact 
is that facts do not achieve 
successful living, or bring joy 
and happiness to a soul.  
Educat ional  inst i tut ions 
cannot develop truly unselfish, 
Christ-like character.  It is only 
through the knowledge of 
Godôs Word that a young 
person attains the rich 
fulfillment of life in every 
aspect. 

So, how much time does your child spend learning the 
truth of Godôs Word?  And whose job is it to teach them? 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7: 

And these words, which I command thee this 
day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. 

God has always placed the responsibility of 
teaching children His Word on the shoulders of 
parents.  The role of parent as truth-teacher was 
established in the days of the patriarchs and 
required under the Law of Moses.  And in our 
day and age, it is the central focus of nourishing 
a child in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, as stated in Ephesians 6:4. 

Parents get to teach their children all the words of this life!  
Others may have the joy of chipping in from time to time, 
but a parent is called to teach their child at all times.  

Parents, teach the scriptures ñwhen thou sittest in 
thine house.ò  We must take the time to sit down and 
open the Book with them.  Read about Abraham, Joseph, 
Moses, and David.  Read the words that Jesus spoke, and 
teach your little ones about who he was.  Show them the 
Father he declared; the One who cares for them.  Keep it 
short and simple, and make it live; and watch them thrill 
to learn the most exciting and comforting book ever read! 

But donôt stop there.  Teach 
ñwhen thou walkest by 
the way.ò  Children need to 
see the truth as more than 
words in a book.  The Word is 
life.  So live it, and take the 
opportunity to teach it in all 
of lifeôs situations.  When 
they tell you much they love 
you, and you tell them how 
much you love them; tell 
them who loves them even 
more.  When they are afraid 
of the dark or the storm, tell 
them about God who is light, 
and tell them about the Lord 
who calmed the storm.  
When you show them the 
beauty of a sunset, the stars, 
the trees, or the fresh fallen 
snow; tell them about God 
who created it all.  Share with 
your children what God has 
done for you, and what He 
will do for them.  

Be constantly looking for 
opportunities to teach your 
children those words that live 
and abide forever.  Train 

them to turn to God in prayer with their first waking 
thoughts; sing them to sleep with ñpsalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs.ò  ñWhen thou liest down, and when 
thou risest upò talk of all His wondrous works. 

Your child may have ten thousand instructors in 
the course of their lives, but no one can take your 
place.  You are the teacher of the Highest 
education.  You donôt need a degree to qualify for 
the position.  In fact, no special training of any 
kind is required.  God has already given you the 
job, and He has also given you the ability to 
perform it.  

2 Corinthians 3:5: 

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing as of ourselves; but our 
sufficiency is of God;  

The Almighty God will lead and direct us as we 
shape our childrenôs young minds with His testimonies.  
He will open the eyes of their understanding as we simply 
speak.  We teach our children the curriculum of the 
precepts of life, and our Father will see to it that they pass 
the tests.  

 

The 

Truth  
About  

Parenting  
 

 

The Fact is  
Children Need Truth  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Pat Malone  


