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Dear Lovers of the Gospel, 
 

H ave I got Good News for you!    
 

This is a time of the year when my heart is 
drawn back to Godôs most basic gospel 
message, God sent Jesus Christ to save us 
and give us everlasting life.  Itôs the ñbest 
good newsò weôll ever hear.  Itôs the most 
simple and powerful idea that 
should filter every thought, word 
and action in our lives.   
 
The word, gospel, in the King 
James Version of the New 
Testament is the Greek word, 
euaggelion, which literally means 
ñgood news.ò  Our basic message 
to the world is the gospel 
message, and the gospel message 
is the Good News of Jesus Christ 
to the world.   
 

John 3:16 -17: (NIV) 
For God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. 
 

Letôs consider the building blocks of this 
foundationé 
 
ñFor God so lovedò: 
Itôs the first of two past tense actions in this 
verse.  Itôs done.  Religion focuses on the 
word ñdo.ò True Christianity adds two more 
letters to focus on the word ñdone.ò  Our 
preaching of the Good News should never 
get too far from the idea of it being already 
completed and accomplished.  When Jesus 
said, ñIt is finished,ò he proclaimed that all 
my debts of unrighteousness were paid in 
full.  Beyond that, our efforts in worship and 
service are built upon the achievement of 
the Master.  We donôt grow in order to 
arrive (at salvation), but instead, weôve 
arrived, therefore we grow.  Godôs past 
tense action of love still continues in all that 
He continues to do for us.  God loved, 
loves and will always love.  God is love. 

 
ñthe worldò: 
The Fatherôs love for the people of this 
fallen world can be a motivating example to 
me as to how I treat those who come 
across my path.  Before cursing someone 
who treats me poorly on the highway, 
maybe I can remind myself that Christ was 
sacrificed for that person.  When someone 

says something unloving to me, instead of 
being personally offended, I can categorize 
their words as being merely an unimportant 
overflow of the old man nature.  Often we 
can take the opportunity of someoneôs 
insensitive comment as an exposure of a 
need in their life that we may be able to 
help them with.   
 
ñthat He gaveò: 
The love of God is evidenced in an action, 
Godôs and ours.  Itôs the truth of God 
carried out in a right action, at the right 
time, in the right way.  Itôs another way that 
we can mimic Daddy: give because we 
love.  Most love involves sacrifice; giving 
something that you couldôve kept for 
yourself.  God couldôve kept His Son to 
Himself.  God couldôve left us condemned 
for our unrighteousness, but His love 
motivated a gift-giving.  Loving and giving 
make life worth living.  If we live to love, 
weôll love to give.  And if we live to love, 
weôll love to live.   
 
ñHis one and only Sonò: 
Jesus was only-begottené one-of-a-kind.  
There are many God-given similarities 

between us and our big brother, but Jesus 
was born into existence to be the final 
sacrifice to redeem us from our fallen state 
and from ultimate destruction.  God has 
only had one uniquely-born Son.  He was 
promised in Genesis 3:15 and delivered in 
the Bethlehem stable.  The McDonald 
Idiomatic Translation of John 1:18 says, 
ñGod has never been seen by anyone. God 

divulged himself in the one 
uniquely born, the one embraced 
by the father.ò  Itôs interesting to 
me that the Sonôs name is not 
given in John 3:16-17.  Jesus is 
simply and intimately referred to 
as ñthe Son.ò   
 
ñthat whoever believes in himò: 
Hereôs our one responsibility in 
these verses.  Not too tough, eh?  
We call ourselves believers.  What 
do believers do?  We believe. We 
believe IN something or someone.  
Belief requires an objecté a 

target. Our faith is focused on something or 
someone that we trust in, have confidence 
in and rely upon.  We believe in whom or 
what?  First of all, we believe the Son that 
Love gave.  The call to believe in Jesus 
Christ is this gospel message, this Good 
News.   
 
ñshall not perish but have eternal life.ò: 
The next two phrases include a ñnot.ò  The 
consequence of perishing (destruction; the 
end of existence) is shown here, yet stated 
as a positive benefit: believing in Godôs Son 
results in eternal life which overcomes 
fallen manôs destiny of perishing.  This is an 
important aspect of the Good News. 
 
(:17) ñFor God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world,ò: 
Verse 17 clarifies that it was not Godôs 
motive to initiate a death sentence upon 
mankind.  Unrighteous man did that 
himself.  Godôs love and justice provided a 
rescue plan.  Love was His motive, not 
condemnation.  That should tell us about 
how He wants to continue to deal with us.  
Godôs desire has always been for the 
wholeness of His people.  Ezekiel 18:32 

òHAVE  I G OT  GOOD  NEWS FOR  YOU!ó 

This same Good Newsé 
is going out all over  

the world. It is bearing 
fruit everywhere  
by changing livesé  

 

Colossians 1:6 (NLT) 



says, "óFor I have no pleasure in the death 
of anyone who dies,ô declares the Lord 
God. óTherefore, repent and live.ô" 
 
ñbut to save the world through him.ò: 
Finally the word, ñsaveò comes into the 
picture of the gospel message.  It means to 
rescue, to deliver from danger and 
destruction, to make whole, to keep safe 
and sound.  Our salvation is our 
deliverance!  One way to express the 
Good News is to proclaim our deliverance.  
Verse 16 announces our deliverance from 
perishing by Godôs gift of everlasting life.  
As we are rehearsing for eternity, we can 
claim our salvation by claiming our utter 
deliverance and wholeness against any 
attack from the adversary.  Ours is a 
lifestyle of deliverance! 
 
Descriptions of the gospel message are 
repeated throughout the New Testament.  
Those verses all seem to include some 
aspect of God loving, God giving, man 
accepting (receiving) or us living eternally.  
How many can you find?   
 
At times, we may find ourselves clouding or 
complicating the simple Good News with so 
much fiddle-faddle.  As we investigate the 
Scriptures with a pure heart, letôs remember 
to bring it all back to the simple gospel 
message. 
 

1 Timothy 2:4   
Who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge [epignosis-
precise and correct knowledge] of the 
truth. 
 

I can think of no more satisfying personal 
mission  than to adopt Godôs desire for 
mankind to accept Jesus as Lord and get to 
know the truth of the Word.   
 
After Pentecost, God unveiled a sacred 
secret to the Apostle Paul.  It was that the 

Good News of salvation was not only 
available to ñthe lost sheep of the house of 
Israelò (Matthew 10:6; 15:24), but to all the 
Gentile nations.  The core treasure of that 
great revealed mystery was that permanent 
holy spirit would be created in each person 
when he believes and confesses Jesus as 
his resurrected lord.  It also brings every 
believer, by birth, into an eternal family.  
This new revelation of the mystery ñfulfills 
the word of Godò (Colossians 1:25).  It 
connects the message of John 3:16 with 
the truths of what became available with 
Pentecost.  Therefore, Paul viewed the 
gospel message, the Good News, in the 
context of ñthe administration of the 
mysteryò (Ephesians 3:9).   
 

Ephesians 3:9 (NASB): 
and to bring to light what is the 
administration of the mystery which for 
ages has been hidden in Godé 
 
Ephesians 6:19-20 (NIV): 
Pray also for me, that whenever I open 
my mouth, words may be given me so 
that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of the gospel, 
20 for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it 
fearlessly, as I should. 
 
Colossians 1:27: 
é the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory: 
28 Whom we preaché 
 
Romans 16:24 (MGI; vs. 25 in KJV): 
Now to God, who is able to establish you 
in my gospel [good news] that is 
proclaimed about Jesus Christ by the 
revelation of the mystery that was hidden 
from the times of the ages, 
 

This verse in Romans reminds us that Paul 
had so made the Good News his own, that 
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he, at times, referred to it as ñmy gospel.ò  
He wrote about the gospel of the mystery 
throughout his epistles.   
 

Colossians 1:5 -6 (NIV): 
[The Colossianôs faith and love] which 
come from your confident hope of what 
God has reserved for you in heaven. You 
have had this expectation ever since you 
first heard the truth of the Good News . 6 
This same Good News that came to you 
is going out all over the world. It is 
bearing fruit everywhere by changing 
lives, just as it changed your lives from 
the day you first heard and understood 
the truth about God's wonderful grace. 
 
2 Timothy 1:8 -10 (NLT) 
So never be ashamed to tell others about 
our Lord. And don't be ashamed of me, 
either, even though I'm in prison for him. 
With the strength God gives you, be 
ready to suffer with me for the sake of the 
Good News . 9 For God saved us and 
called us to live a holy life. He did this, 
not because we deserved it, but because 
that was his plan from before the 
beginning of time -- to show us his grace 
through Christ Jesus. 10 And now he has 
made all of this plain to us by the 
appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He 
broke the power of death and illuminated 
the way to life and immortality through 
the Good News .  
 
Letôs bring all our motivations, passions and 
plans and efforts back to the simplicity and 
truth of the gospel message: God, through 
His love, gave Jesus Christ to save the 
world, offering eternal life along with all the 
benefits of this administration of the 
mystery.  Whatôs our call to the world?... 
ñHave I got Good News for you!ò 
 
Your brother in the Gospel, 

Kevin Guigou  



 

 

F e e l  F R E E  

é to send comments and input  
concerning the monthly newsletter to  

Kevin at kguigou@woh.rr.com.  

Christian Family Fellowship Bookstore  
www.cffm.org/doc/bookstore.shtml  

December Birthdays  

Tom & Sue Dill 12/9 

Mike & Dale Hadsell 12/17 

Greg & Debbie Franzino 12/18 

Hernan & Susy Montero 12/24 

John & Karen Vornholt 12/27 

Kris & Barbara Pettit 12/30 

December Wedding 

Anniversaries  

 

CFF Motto:  

What Can 
We Do  
For You 

Today? 

 

 

"T here will be a meeting of the Board imme-
diately after the service," announced the 

pastor. After the close of the service, the group 
gathered at the back of the auditorium for the an-
nounced meeting. But there was a stranger in their 

midst. He was a visitor who had never attended 
their church before. "My friend," asked the pastor, 

did you understand that this is a meeting of the 
Board?" "Yes," said the visitor, "and after that ser-

mon, I'm about as bored as you can get!" 

 

I  
 ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛŦǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƭƛƪŜǎΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ƎŀǾŜ 
her a hundred-dollar gift certificate.  She exchanged it. 

The post office is very careful nowadays.  When they get a 
ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άCǊŀƎƛƭŜΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛǘ ǳƴŘŜǊƘŀƴŘΦ 

¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƴƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ 
from real aluminum ones.   

For Christmas, they just came out with a battery-operated 
ōŀǘǘŜǊȅΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ 

Jacqueline Browne 12/1  Rick Rohl 12/11 

Cori Bensman 12/1  Felicia Blair 12/12 

Mary Branson 12/4  Larry Dembinski 12/14 

Michelle Ceyler 12/4  Ric Thomas 12/16 

Rick Heeter 12/4  Amanda Dickson 12/17 

Andrew Davell 12/5  Elizabeth Farris 12/17 

Kristin Behm 12/5  Faith Smith 12/18 

Daniel Sharabba 12/5  Dan Bensman 12/20 

Jack Karnes 12/5  Paul Behm 12/20 

Jean Hill 12/5  Taylor Dill 12/24 

Christin Andrews 12/6  Ellie Allen 12/25 

Mary Mowery 12/7  Lauren Kerr 12/29 

Scott Peck 12/7  David Blush 12/30 

Tom Blair 12/8  Michael Musselman 12/30 

Mary Lou Shroyer 12/8  Marvin Shoup 12/30 

Victor Helton 12/8  Leilian Cabrera 12/30 

Hannah Wendling 12/8  Sue Hagar 12/30 

Josh Smith 12/8  Tonya Davell 12/30 

Jackie Allish 12/11  Charlie Quillen 12/31 

A MERRY HEART DOETH GOOD LIKE A MEDICINE 



vania.  He took his first bible 
class in 1979 and recently has 
been part of an active and grow-
ing fellowship in Erie.  He en-
joys hunting and fishing, as well 
as sports like baseball and bas-
ketball.  But what he enjoys 
most of all is spending time with 
the family of believers. 

Kyle Haggerty is a twenty-one 
year old believer from the Madi-
son, Wisconsin area.  His family 
has been in the Word for years, 
but just recently discovered 
Christian Family Fellowship 
Ministry.  Kyle made the deci-
sion to join the program after 
meeting Fellowlaborers last year 
at a Day in the Word.  Besides 
Godôs Word, Kyleôs interests 
include computers, graphic de-
sign and a Japanese style of ani-

mation called anime. 

Joe and Kyleôs personalities and back-
grounds couldnôt be much different, 
but their heart for Godôs Word and the 
saints gives them plenty of common 
ground.  One of the challenges faced 
every year in Fellowlaborers is learn-
ing to live and work together, and itôs 
one of the most important lessons in 
ministry.  

My prayer is that they continue to 
grow up into Christ, and realize Godôs individual calling on 
their lives.  I look forward to what God will show us during 
the rest of the year, and to future years working together 
with the Fellowlaborers.  
 

For more information on the program, contact Nathan  
at  notfromaroundhere9@yahoo.com.  
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 Dates:  Event: (including cff staff involvement)  Location:  

December    

12/5-6 Michigan Servant-Ldrs. Mtgs. & Fellowship (K. & S. Guigou) Bay City, MI 

12/10 Fellowship & Christmas Party (T. Shroyer) St. Marys, OH 

12/11-13 North Central Zone Planning Meetings  IL  

12/13 Holiday Carry -In Dinner  CFFM 

12/25 Christmas (somebody please witness to Santa) USA, etc. 

12/30  Home Fellowship Visit (T. Shroyer)  Columbus, OH 

January  2010   

1/8-10 North Atlantic Zone Planning Meetings (W. Clapp)  To Be Announced 

1/14-20 Chile Itinerary, South America (W. Clapp)  Chile, SA 

1/29-31 John Crouch Teachings CFFM 

F ellowlaborers with God is 
a training program of the 

Christian Family Fellowship 
Ministry designed to equip be-
lievers who desire to serve and 
lead.   Over the course of eleven 
months, the men and women 
who choose to take part in the 
program receive teaching in the 
Word of truth, training in its 
application and experience in 
carrying out the work of the 
ministry of reconciliation.  

The Fellowlaborers are an im-
portant part of the work we do 
here in Tipp City, including 
Sunday Morning Fellowships, 
Days in the Word, Teen Camps, 
Young Adult Advances, and lo-
cal fellowships.   As they serve, 
they gain valuable insight into 
the workings of an active ministry, as 
well as an understanding of Godôs call-
ing and working in them.  

Being part of the program is quite an 
investment; most of our Fellowlabor-
ers are do not come from the local 
area.   They leave their home areas, 
and move to Tipp City, supporting 
themselves with part time jobs while 
dedicating a year of their lives to being 
trained in Godôs work.  Because God is 
a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him, their effort 
and investment pays off. 

This year, our two Fellowlaborers are Joe Matlak and Kyle 
Haggerty. 

Joe Matlak is fifty -one years old and from Erie, Pennsyl-

UPDATE 
By Nathan James,  

Fellowlaborers Program Coordinator 

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses  
entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.  II Timothy 2:2 (NIV)  



1 Corinthians 3:18-19a: 
Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you 
seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, 
that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God.  
 

Times have changed.  People like to think that they have 
changed for the better.  Perhaps they have in some ways.  
One could easily argue that advances in the fields of 
medicine and technology, for example, have improved the 
quality of life in many regards.  When measured against the 
standard of the truth of Godôs Word, though, the world is 

not a better place; and that becomes readily apparent when 
you consider family life in our society.  

The breakdown of the traditional family over the past 
century is obvious to even the most casual observer.  And 
equally destructive to mankind, and antithetical to the 
Scriptures, has been the almost 
universal vilification of all forms of 
physical discipline in child rearing 
practices. 

In past articles, as well as in our 
Raising Children Godôs Way 
teaching series, I have covered in 
detail the proper use of the rod of 
correction.  Yet, even among many 
strong Bible believing Christians, 
the resistance to this clearly 
Biblically based method is 
formidable.  The present generation 
of parents has been so deeply 
indoctrinated in the erroneous belief 
that spanking a child is morally 
wrong and physically abusive that 
they quickly turn a deaf ear to what 
Godôs Word really has to say on the 
matter.  While refusing to honestly 
consider the testimony of the truth that has stood the test of 
time, they accept without question the unsupported theories 
of modern child psychologists. 

Proverbs 22:15: 
Foolishness [is] bound in the heart of a child; [but] the rod 
of correction shall drive it far from him.  

 
Have people misused and abused the rod of correction?  
Certainly.  Does that mean, therefore, we should not use it?  
Certainly not.  

That argument has no more merit to it than those who strike 
out against the Bible itself on the basis of that same logic.  
Historically, the Bible has been misused to defend the 
unbridled right of kings, the institution of slavery, and every 
war in western civilization, just to name a few horrendous 
errors.  But manôs misuse and abuse of Godôs Word does not 
make God wrong, just those who have so grievously 
misapplied it.  

Iôve heard people say, ñI was never spanked, and I turned 
out okay.ò  Putting aside for a moment how much Proverbs 
21:2 may factor in to that thinking, parents are foolish to so 
quickly dismiss the wisdom of God based on such a 

superficial view.  Our responsibility as parents is to 
raise our children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord; not to simply produce well behaved 
individuals.  

I can control the behavior of a child without the use of the 
rod.  In fact, I do it every day with fourteen children in our 

daycare.  That does not mean, 
however, that I can develop godly 
hearts in them.  You can easily 
control the natural man.  All you have 
to do is appeal to his selfish nature.  
Any system of discipline built upon 
rewards and consequences can 
effectively elicit desired behaviors 
with any creature.  But as Christian 
parents, weôre interested in more 
than trained monkeys.  We want to 
raise men and women of God.  When 
wrongly applied, rewards and 
consequences only serve to reinforce 
the wrong motivation of a person 
acting in his own best self interest, 
rather than being motivated by the 
Fatherôs love.  And yes, the proper use 
of the rod of is an act of love, no 
matter how often and loudly the 

world cries out the exact opposite belief. 

Proverbs 13:24 
He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth 
him chasteneth him betimes. 
 

I can give you many, many reasons for the use of the rod of 
correction; but there is only one that really matters.  When it 
comes to the decision to apply that truth, my analysis of that 
method does not matter, and neither does anyone elseôs.  
That is not the criteria.  The only thing that matters is God 
said it.  That settles it.  And I believe it.  

 
 

TheTruth About Parenting  
 

Who Are You Going to Believe?  

 
 

Pat Malone  


